Haemorrhagic infarction of the myocardium in a newborn with haemoglobin H disease and erythroblastosis.
Extensive haemorrhagic myocardial infarction developed in a newborn, apparently as a result of anoxia due to erythroblastosis fetalis, associated with haemoglobin H disease. Acute massive myocardial infarction in the neonatal period is rare and usually is associated with congenital malformation of the heart or its blood supply. Neonatal myocardial infarction in the anatomically normal heart with normal coronary vessels, has been described in only 8 patients (1). The communication describes a newborn with acute haemorrhagic myocardial infarction due to anoxia believed to be caused by the combined effect of erythroblastosis fetalis and haemoglobin H disease.